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JUDGE JAMES MOOEE AND MAJOK JAMES MOOEE, 
OP CHESTEE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA. 

BY W. S. LONG, M.D. 

(Concluded from page 309.) 

Major James Moore, who was probably the second son 
of Judge Moore, was born in Chester County about 1756. 
He received a preparatory training in classical and scientific 
branches, and it is believed attended lectures at the College 
of Philadelphia. At the call to arms, in 1775, he quickly 
responded, and, on the recommendation of the Committee 
of Safety, was appointed, January 5, 1776, captain 1 of the 
Seventh Company in the Fourth Battalion, under Colonel 
Anthony "Wayne. From their rendezvous at Chester, Penn- 
sylvania, on February 9, 1776, this regiment was sent to 
New York, and, with other Pennsylvania regiments under 
Colonels St. Clair and Irvine and certain New England 
troops, was placed under the command of General Sulli- 
van, and ordered by General Washington, on April 26, to 
invade Canada by way of Lake George and the Sorel. 
Only three companies of the Fourth Regiment took part in 
this disastrous campaign, as the remaining four were un- 
provided with arms, and only rejoined their comrades on 
July 12, at Fort Ticonderoga, after the retreat. 

During the march northward Colonel Wayne detached 
Captain John Lacey, of the Third Company, and placed it 
under the command of Captain Moore until July 13. This 
action of Wayne has been severely criticised by Lacey and 
his friends, and was ascribed to his arbitrariness and to an 
undue friendliness to Moore. Wayne apparently never 
gave his reasons for the temporary change of officers, while 
Lacey has preserved his record of this and subsequent 

1 " Pennsylvania in the War of the Bevolution," Vol. I. 
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events in a diary or other manuscript, which has at various 
times been presented, more or less rally, to the public. 1 

At the battle of Trois Rivieres, on June 8, the Pennsyl- 
vania troops, with Maxwell's New Jersey regiment, bore 
the brunt of the attack, and were barely able to hold back 
the advancing British until our army was extricated from 
its dangerous position and commenced its rapid retreat. 
Wayne's three companies lost more heavily than any regi- 
ment in this attack, and formed the rear-guard until they 
reached the " Camp at Sorel," where, in speaking of their 
services, their commander said, ..." Their spirited con- 
duct in bravely attacking and sustaining the fire from both 
great and small arms of an enemy more than ten times 
their number merits his highest approbation. He takes 
this opportunity of returning thanks to Captains Robinson, 
Church, and Moore ... for the part they acted that day, 
being that of gentlemen and soldiers." 2 Colonel Wayne 
covered the retreat to Ticonderoga, where they arrived on 
July 9, "without shoes or stockings and almost in rags." 
Captain Frazier writes : " The whole of them appeared in 
a miserable plight from the fatigues and sickness they had 
undergone, but, compared with the eastern troops, they were 
robust and healthy." 8 General Sullivan and Colonel Trum- 
bull, both New England men, spoke of the Pennsylvania 
regiments at the beginning of the campaign as the elite and 
flower of the army. 4 

The term of enlistment of the men expired in January, 
1777, and those continuing in the service were transferred 
with Colonel Wayne to the Fifth Pennsylvania Regiment. 
Captain Moore had now enlisted for the entire period of the 
war, and we will very briefly trace his services during this 

1 See " Life of General John Lacey," by Davis ; Jones's " Campaign 
for the Conquest of Canada ;" " Pennsylvania in the War of the Eevo- 
lution," Vol. I. (foot-notes) p. 154. 

2 See Jones's " Campaign," etc., p. 77 ; " Pennsylvania in the War of 
the Eevolution ;" and Dr. Kennedy's " Letters," Penna. Mag., Vol. 
VIII. p. 114. 

8 See Jones's " Campaign," etc., p. 107. 
4 Ibid., p. 70. 
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period. On May 15, 1777, the regiment joined the main 
army at Morristown, New Jersey, where it had gone into 
winter-quarters after the battles of Trenton and Princeton. 
On September 11, Captain Moore participated in the battle 
of Brandywine. Promoted major of the First Pennsylvania 
Regiment on September 20, 1 he was in a few hours after- 
wards involved in the horrible massacre at Paoli. German- 
town followed, where Wayne's brigade did valiant service, 
and then Valley Forge, where Major Moore's name appears 
several times 2 in General "Washington's orders appointing 
officers for duty in charge of the camp. He was one of the 
eighteen higher officers of the State regiments who signed 
the " memorial" 8 to the Executive Council of Pennsylvania, 
a recapitulation of the terrible hardships endured in that 
famous camp. 

The First Pennsylvania Regiment carried off the honors 
at the battle of Monmouth, June 28, 1778.* The charge of 
the British Grenadiers was directed against it, and they were 
handsomely repulsed (despite the opinion of General Charles 
Lee), with the loss of their colonel and their flag. I have 
no information as to whether General Wayne made use of 
this regiment or not at the storming of Stony Point on July 
16, 1779. At Arnold's treason, September 24, 1780, when 
the British were sending a force up the Hudson to capture 
West Point, General Washington sent a messenger to Gen- 
eral Greene, ordering him to send his best-disciplined troops 
to gain the defile under the Dunderberg before the enemy. 
The First Pennsylvania Regiment marched immediately, 
leaving tents standing and guards out. " Our march of 
sixteen miles was performed in four hours," says General 
Wayne, 5 " during a dark night, without a single halt or man 
left behind. When our approach was announced to the 

1 See First Eegiment " Orderly Book," MS., Mercantile Library, Phila. 

* " Eecords of the Eevolutionary War," by W. T. E. Saffell. 

* " Pennsylvania Archives," 2d Series, Vol. III. p. 201. 

1 " Sketch of Captain William Wilson," Penna. Mag., Vol. XI. 
p. 272. 
6 " American Historical Eecord," Vol. I. p. 435. 
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general, he thought it fabulous, but when assured of his 
favorite Tenth Legion being near him, he expressed great 
satisfaction and pleasure." On December 1, 1780, 1 they 
went into winter-quarters at Morrisville, New Jersey, and 
on January 1, 1781, occurred the revolt of the Pennsylvania 
Line. At the close of February, General Wayne's brigade 
was sent to York, Pennsylvania, from whence they started, 
May 26, to join Lafayette in Virginia. A very interesting ac- 
count of daily events has been preserved in " The Journal of 
Lieut. Wm. Feltham," of the First Pennsylvania Regiment, 
from this date to the arrival near Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, April 21, 1782, including the siege of Yorktown. 

From two letters written by Major Moore we learn that 
he had charge of a cantonment of troops at Hanover, York 
County, Pennsylvania, for some time after the departure 
of the main body from York. In one to General William 
Irvine, 2 dated August 8, 1781 (Penna. Mag., Vol. V. 
p. 263), he dwells strongly on the danger of Cornwallis 
ascending Chesapeake Bay, and particularly to York, to 
liberate the British prisoners confined there. Soon after 
this he rejoined the army and took part in the siege of 
Yorktown. After the surrender of Cornwallis he went 
with his regiment to South Carolina. 3 The following are 
extracts from Feltham's " Journal," December 7 (1781). 
Major Moore was left near Guilford Court-House in com- 
mand of the heavy baggage. On February 4, 1782, he 
rejoined the column at Jacksonborough, near Stono Ferry, 
with the baggage and two pieces of artillery. 

February 22, 1782. — " This evening we had a very agree- 
able dance at Major Moore's Bowery. A number of ladies 
came in from the country. Amongst the number were the 
Miss Couliets, Miss Glover, Miss Williams, the Miss Ellits and 

1 Egle's " History of Pennsylvania," p. 196. 

1 See " Pennsylvania Archives," Vol. IX. p. 285. 

* For further account of this period see " Journal of Captain John 
Davis of the First Pennsylvania Kegiment," Penna. Mag., Vol. V. p. 
290 ; " Eevolutionary Services of Captain John Markland," Ibid., Vol. 
IX. p. 109 ; and " The Delaware Regiment in the Revolution," Ibid., 
p. 459. 
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a number of others whose names I cannot recollect. Amongst 
the number was a Miss Miles who could neither speak nor 
hear, and could perform her dancing to admiration." 

March 15. — ..." This evening Major Moore with a 
heavy detachment from the army went to the lines." 

From Seymour's " Journal of the Southern Expedition, 
1780-1783" (Pbnna. Mag., Vol. VII.), are the following 
extracts : 

" On the Sixteenth of March we were joined by a detach- 
ment from the main army consisting of two hundred men." 

" On the seventeenth marched to the enemies lines [near 
Charleston], and sent parties to draw them out, but they 
not advancing, we returned to our encampment" [Bacon's 
Bridge]. 

" On the fourth [April, 1782] the detachment under 
Colonel Moore marched and joined the main army." 

General "Wayne, on January 1, 1782, had been sent with 
a small force to Georgia, and in five weeks the British and 
Tories, who outnumbered his force three times, were driven 
into Savannah. A detachment from his brigade was sent to 
him, and family tradition tells us that Major Moore was 
with him at the siege of that city. He was with his regi- 
ment at Ashley Hill, South Carolina, November 29, and on 
January 31, 1783, at James Island. 1 To Wayne and his 
brigade was allotted the honor of leading the army into 
Charleston, December 14, 1782, and we are told that he 
trod close on the heels of the retiring Britons. From Feb- 
ruary 1 to March 12, 1783, Major Moore was absent by orders 
of the deputy adjutant-general pro tern., and on July 31, 
with his regiment, was at the barracks at Philadelphia. 2 
About this time he became a member of the Pennsylvania 
branch of the Society of the Cincinnati. 

Major Moore was now introduced to a new sphere of 
activity, one in which, so far as I have been able to ascertain 
from the scanty official records, he acted to the satisfaction 
of those in authority over him, and yet, in carrying out 

1 Manuscript " Orderly Book" of First Pennsylvania Regiment. 
'Ibid. 
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whose orders, he was placed in opposition to the judicial 
bench of the State, was made responsible for their vacillat- 
ing proceedings, and was compelled as their agent to bear 
the dislike and to go down in history — partisan at least — as 
one of the oppressors of a numerous class who, under better 
legislation, became worthy citizens of the commonwealth. 

At the close of the war the troubles in the Wyoming 
Valley between claimants under land-titles from Connecti- 
cut and those under Pennsylvania jurisdiction, which had 
remained in abeyance during the conflict, broke out afresh, 
and for a time civil war on a small scale raged. We do not 
propose entering into a history of these troubles further 
than relates immediately to the subject of our sketch. 
They became so great that the Supreme Executive Council 
resolved to call for military aid to assist in settling them. 
John Dickinson, President of the State, was directed to pro- 
cure the enlistment of two companies of about one hundred 
and forty-five ofiicers and men for this service. He selected 
Major Moore for this duty, and in a letter to him, dated 
September 26, 1783, 1 gives minute instructions for recruiting 
the men. On October 18 he wrote, " Councils fully con- 
fiding in your Integrity, Ability & Industry, commits to you 
the important charge, the Fort [Dickinson] and Post at 
Wyoming," etc. 2 Detailed directions as to supplies, route, 
conduct, etc., follow. The soldiers arrived at the fort on 
October 29, and, according to Miner, 3 were quartered on the 
inhabitants, and were insolent in their behavior to the New 
England claimants. These people petitioned Council for 
redress, and a committee from the Assembly was appointed 
to examine into it. Major Moore had not yet arrived, as 
we learn from a letter from Alexander Patterson to Presi- 
dent Dickinson, dated December 20, in which he says, " I 
am very uneasy having heard nothing of Major Moore. I 
wish he were here."* Moore wrote from Fort Dickinson to 
the President, December 29 ; and on June 9, 1784, writes 

1 " Pennsylvania Archives," Vol. X. p. 127. 

2 Ibid., pp. 131, 132. 

8 " History of Wyoming." * Ibid 
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of a petition being prepared against both civil and military 
officers for oppressive conduct. " As I am not charged 
with the shadow of an offense (the measures complained of 
being done Previous to my arrival), I conceive myself the 
more at liberty to appear in their Behalf." He alludes to 
the verbal instructions given to the officers and himself as 
permitting just such acts as were the cause of petition. 1 

In a letter to President Dickinson, dated February 1, he 
writes that a member of the committee of investigation told 
the settlers that they were fools to resign their land. This 
stirred afresh the embers of discord, and on February 21, 
President Dickinson writes him to be vigilant and guard 
against hostile enterprises. April 20, the opposition prob- 
ably being in the ascendancy, the President notified him that 
the troops were to be withdrawn and discharged by June l. 2 

Soon after the writing of this letter, the Pennsylvania 
settlers appear to have taken the law into their own hands, 
for they drove off all those who refused to acknowledge alle- 
giance to their State, with the result that their opponents 
assembled at Abraham's Plains, six miles above the garrison, 
for the purpose of retaliation.* A report of the intended 
meeting having been received by Moore, — now made lieu- 
tenant-colonel, — he detached two parties to enter the plains 
from different points, at daybreak, and prevent a conflict. 
Detailed reports, 4 dated May 12, were sent to him by Captain 
Armstrong and Lieutenant Samuel Reed, who commanded 
them, in which they report arresting two armed men, ap- 
parently sentinels, and the presence of armed bodies of 
men in the mountains. Wo blood was shed, and more lawful 
measures were resorted to. 

President Dickinson, 5 on May 25, wrote, instructing him 
to give notice to the parties concerned in the late disturbance 
to appear before Judges McKean and Rush of the Supreme 

1 " Pennsylvania Archives," Vol. X. p. 187. 

2 Ibid., Vol. XI. p. 434. Miner, in " History of Wyoming," says 
June 13. 

s " Pennsylvania Archives," Vol. XI. p. 436. 

4 Ibid., p. 435. 6 Ibid., p. 443. 
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Court. The result, which appears in a letter from the 
judges to President Dickinson, July 7, 1784, was that " 45 
men were indicted for riot and false imprisonment and 5 
Officers of Garrison for a rescue," and were fined. Colonel 
Moore is the only one mentioned by name. The fines were 
never collected, and on January 11, 1786, they were removed 
by Assembly. 1 

According to Miner, after the discharge of the troops, 
Judge Patterson, of "Wyoming, re-enlisted half of them on 
his own responsibility, and they were besieged in Forty 
Fort until July 27, when the Yankees were compelled to 
retire after several lives had been lost on both sides. During 
this time Colonel Moore was engaged, by order of the Su- 
preme Executive Council, in raising a force of three hundred 
infantry and fifteen dragoons, to be under the command of 
Colonel John Armstrong, Secretary of Council, and John 
Boyd, a member of Council. He sent a small force to re- 
inforce Patterson, but the Yankees, hearing of it, detached 
a picked force to prevent their entrance into the valley. On 
August 2 they met at Locust Hill (a few miles east of Stod- 
dartsville, on the old Sullivan road). Shots were exchanged, 
from which one of Moore's men was killed and several on 
both sides wounded, after which both parties retired, Moore 
to Easton, and the Yankees to Kingston. 2 

In the summer of 1784 the Council of Censors 3 had met 
and ordered the restitution of the land to the New England 
settlers, but, as we have just seen, Council paid no attention 
to their orders. On September 15, 1784, the Assembly re- 
peated this order, and it was carried out, but not until 1799 
and 1801 did the State pass laws compensating the Penn- 
sylvania claimants and confirming to the New England set- 
tlers the titles to their land on payment to the State of from 
eighty- six cents to one dollar and twelve cents per acre. 

After this Major Moore — for by that title he continued to 
be called — went to Philadelphia and entered the drug busi- 
ness. He moved in a fashionable circle in society, and ex- 

1 "Colonial Records," Vol. XIV. p. 622. 

2 See " History of Wyoming." 3 Ibid., p. 361. 
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hibited a taste for high living and the expensive refinements, 
whether of art or pleasure, which in the end resulted un- 
fortunately both to himself and his family. We believe 
that it was with him that General Washington dined on 
Thursday, June 14, 1787, on the occasion of his visit to 
Philadelphia during the Constitutional Convention. 1 On 
October 17 of that year, in Christ Church, he married Sarah, 
daughter of Colonel Sharpe 2 and Margaret Delany. She 
was one of the belles of Philadelphia society, and ably 
seconded the bent of his inclinations for extravagant living. 
When they visited Judge and Mrs. Moore at their home 
near Springton Manor, in Chester County, they rode in a 
handsome carriage drawn by fine horses, with everything to 
correspond in style, and were apt to astonish their neighbors 
who lived in a plainer though respectable provincial manner. 
We have heard an old lady tell how partly amused and half 
indignant were some of these worthy people on one occa- 
sion, when Mrs. Moore brought along with her baby a wet- 
nurse to minister to its requirements. They were not 
accustomed to the demands made by Fashion on her votaries 
in her inner circles. 

Major Moore was one of the eight marshals of the great 
civic and military parade which took place in Philadelphia 
on July 4, 1788, an extraordinary affair for that time, and 
perhaps only excelled within the past decade in the city's 
history. 8 

1 See Penna. Mag., Vol. XI. p. 301. 

8 On December 30, 1788, he and his brother, Dr. William Delany, 
dissolved partnership in the retail drug business, the latter continuing in 
the business at Fothergill's Head, on Second Street, between Market and 
Chestnut. On May 8, 1789, Sharpe was appointed by President Wash- 
ington Collector of the Port of Philadelphia. Judge James Moore was 
one of his four bondsmen, and Major Moore a witness. He transacted 
the business of collector in the front of his residence on the southeast 
corner of Second and Walnut. Townsend Ward, in his article on " South 
Second Street" (Penna. Mag., Vol. IV. p. 55), mentions Sharpe De- 
lany having a drug store at the northwest corner of Second Street 
and Lodge Alley, where Eebecca Franks, the celebrated wit, formerly 
resided. 

3 Philadelphia Press, July 4, 1872. 
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As a business man he was unsuccessful. On January 2, 
1798, the partnership of Goldthwaite & Moore was dissolved, 
their store being at the corner of Second and Walnut Streets, 
and James Moore, Jr., advertised the stock for sale, as he 
proposed retiring from business. 1 His father assisted him on 
several occasions, on the last one parting with most of his 
land rather tban permit bis son's name to be dishonored. 

About 1800, Major Moore removed with his family to the 
neighborhood of Jamestown, Virginia, preferring the sev- 
ering of family and social ties, and a life among strangers, 
to meeting in the walks of daily life those who had known 
him in more prosperous times. Only once — on the occasion 
of his son Sharpe's visit to the home of his father's boy- 
hood about 1810 — has the veil which hid his further career 
from us been lifted. Since then nothing has ever reached 
his kindred of a life which, starting under the fairest, au- 
spices, devoted years with youthful ardor to a glorious cause, 
and had every incentive and apparently every opportunity 
for high attainment. 

Addenda. — The following persons, who were officers in 
the army, are sometimes confounded with the subject of our 
sketch : 

1. Captain James Moore, of Hall's Delaware regiment, 
who, in 1798, was Assistant Treasurer of the Society of the 
Cincinnati. He was one of the committee appointed, in 
1788, to procure payment of Major L'Enfant for designing 
the insignia of that order. 

2. Captain James Francis Moore, who, in 1777, was in the 
Seventh Regiment under Colonel Irvine, and on August 2, 
1779, was honorably discharged by Colonel Daniel Broad- 
head, at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 

3. Major Thomas Lloyd Moore, who as major was trans- 
ferred from the Ninth to the Fifth Regiment of the Line on 
January 17, 1781, and was retired January 1, 1783, dying in 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, about 1820. 

1 The Merchant 's Daily Advertiser, January 2, 1798. 



